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PRESS RELEASE
8th December 2008
SABINA IQBAL, BEACON Prize 2008 (HIGHLY COMMENDED) for Community Builder
Sabina Iqbal, Chair/ Founder of Deaf Parenting UK have been honoured with Beacon Prize Highly Commended Certificate in the category of ‘Community Builder’, in recognition of her outstanding contribution to charitable and social causes. 

The Beacon Fellowship Charitable Trust Spokesperson: “Sabina’s achievements were considered truly remarkable and we take pleasure in presenting her with a Beacon Prize Highly Commended certificate.”
Sabina was naturally shocked when she was informed that she was nominated for the Beacon Prize 2008, resulting in Highly Commended for her tremendous work she had done since 2001, putting her ideas into practices and established Deaf Parenting UK when no-one else could. Also, all those work, she did to date as Chair/Founder were completely voluntary, in building up the community of Deaf Parents/parents to be, creating a bigger voice to influence the Government.
Sabina said: “It was totally unexpected. I just want to say thanks to everyone who have supported me and our organisation – Deaf Parenting UK. Your supports have given us the boost we needed to continue in what we do. Also from all of us at Deaf Parenting UK, we wish you all a festive season and hope the New Year brings lots of luck and exciting challenges ahead”

-Ends-
For all media enquiries/ contact please contact Asif Iqbal via email media@deafparent.org.uk
www.deafparent.org.uk
If you want to know more about Deaf Parenting UK, please email them on 
info@deafparent.org.uk 

Editors notes:
· Deaf Parenting UK is the first ever charity and small national organisation to be run by Deaf parents for Deaf parents. It represents the needs of Deaf parents in the UK, who have hearing children, deaf children or children with disability. 

· Deaf Parenting UK was established following research done on gaps in services for Deaf parents within the UK. From research, a picture emerged demonstrating the lack of awareness and consideration for the needs of Deaf parents.

· Because of communication issues within the home and at school Deaf children often lack access to basic information in the area of personal, social and health, such as growing up, sex education, pregnancy and 
parenting. Yet the background statistics are:



90% of Deaf children are born to hearing parents. As well as mainstream support and 


information, which is available to parents in general, parents of deaf children have access to 

information, resources and support via Social Services and organisations providing services to 

deaf children and their families. Information on parenting is also readily available in print, 


Video/DVD material and Parenting Classes etc. 


Deaf children grow up into adults and become parents and yet few resources and support is 

available to them in an accessible format. This is particularly with services noticeable as Deaf 

Adults have a 90% chance of having hearing children where access is a real issue.
· The following is common in Deaf parents’ daily lives, as services offered to Deaf parents are sometimes non existent, very limited or patchy as compared to those available to hearing parents:



Deaf parents are unable to access mainstream information - parenting skills classes, midwives 

or health visitors. Deaf parents find it difficult to access or participate in school life adequately 

due to staff inability to communicate in sign language or because of lack of Deaf awareness.

· Deaf Parenting UK offers the following services for Deaf parents and Deaf parents to be:
· Deaf Parenting Skills Workshops for deaf parents with young children, teenagers and expectant parents.


· Befriender Services

· One - to - One Parenting skills support at private home or at own discretion.

· Tailor - made parenting support services to meet Deaf parents’ needs.

· DPUK can deliver presentations/consultation meetings giving an insight into the service that we offer.

· Deaf Parenting UK have been recognised on local, national and international level especially on recent World Federation for the Deaf’s conference where we realised the uniqueness of Deaf Parenting UK as a national organisation in UK. We checked with other countries and there were none like Deaf Parenting UK apart from small projects here and there, but not a formal organisation of Deaf parents for Deaf parents. It shows on how important for Deaf Parenting UK to present itself as a good model for other countries across the world on enabling confidence, supporting and empowering Deaf parents
· To learn more about Deaf Parenting UK and to qualify for free membership for Deaf parents/ families, please visit our website on www.deafparent.org.uk.
· Awards:
· 2nd Oct 2008: Deaf Parenting UK as Winner of TFPL’s first Social Impact Award 2008, Berlin, Germany, voted by the world business leaders for charity/third sector on innovative use of knowledge and information management. 

· 24th Oct 2008: Sabina Iqbal, Chair/Founder of Deaf Parenting UK as Runner Up of Dacorum Award of Excellence, for support and services of Deaf Parenting UK to the local community. 

· 27th Oct 2008: Deaf Parenting UK as one of the 30 winners for Talk Talk Innovation Award 2008 and to be awarded at the House of Lords on 5th Nov 2008 

· 6th Nov 2008: Sabina Iqbal, Chair/Founder of Deaf Parenting UK won the Women of the Future Voluntary Award 2008, a prestige award for women breaking the high glass ceiling.
· 25th Nov 2008: Deaf Parenting UK as Runner up the Guardian’s Public Services Award 2008 for Equality & Diversity category. 
· 1st Dec 2008: Sabina Iqbal, Chair/Founder of Deaf Parenting UK as shortlisted for RADAR Lifetime Achievement Award 2008,
· 7th Dec 2008: Sabina Iqbal, Chair/Founder of Deaf Parenting UK received the Beacon Prize 2008 (High Commended)
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